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Owing to rapid strides in various directions, surgery has become too vast and unwieldy a subject for the average medical student. To be of real use to him, a handbook of surgery should be of a convenient size and yet include such material as is completely up to date and generally acceptable. We are of opinion that, A Short Practicc of Surgery by the two well-known writers, Bailey and Love, adequately fulfils these requirements. The fact that this excellent treatise has already _ gone through three editions in four years is sufficient proof of its well-deserved popularity and appreciation by the discerning. In fact, it was riot unexpected, because we are accustomed to associate Bailey's name with a generous display of artistic illustrations in his usually crisp and lucid writing.
The book consists of forty-three chapters and may fairly be said to cover the whole range of surgery, which in itself is a creditable achievement in a volume of 950 pages. There are few points that might give rise to any serious divergence of opinion. A few suggestions, however, might be offered. Although, the gridiron and Battle's incision are still popular for appendicectornv, a lower paramedian, particularly in the female, might be regarded as the incision of choice. It is desirable that emphasis should be laid on early diagnosis of mammary carcinoma. It is a matter of some surprise that Sayre's archaic method of treatment of a fractured clavicle should still find a place in a modern textbook of surgery. Undoubtedly, the ' three handkerchief method' is the more efficient and may be adopted for the routine treatment of this injury.
A remarkable feature of this book consists of 763 illustrations, of which 88 are in colour. We dojnot remember having seen such a fine collection of artistic illustrations in any other book of its type. It is needless to add that the pictures are nowhere redundant; they have been judiciously used with achievement of lucidity of exposition and effective economy of space. This, book reflects great credit on the publishers in that they are able to offer such a high-class production for the modest sum of 28 shillings. We strongly recommend this book to medical students and their teachers.
